In this study, the concept and occurrence characteristics of disasters in North Korea were examined in the aspect of joint disaster countermeasures, not as the ideological approach. Also, the disaster management system of North Korea and the disaster response and support status of South Korea were examined and the measures to develop the responses of South Korea were presented. In conclusion, it is necessary to establish the roles of response organization system of South Korea first in preparation for the occurrence of disaster in North Korea. Based on the established roles, the response and support process model should be established, and the support manual in consideration of damage status of North Korea should be developed. Also, the cooperative system with international organizations should be established so that correct information could be shared and disaster relief supplies could be delivered cooperatively in the right place at the right time.
북한의 재난발생과 특성

Flood
Flood damages were caused frequently because of localized torrential and typhoon, and many property damages took place in 1995, 1996, 1999, 2001, 2004 and 2007 .
Drought
For the short-term, there is a concern of causing waterborne epidemics, due to drinking water pollution and the lack of water for living. For the long-term, crops' growth is negatively affected, and thus, food output is forecast to be reduced in the current year.
Earthquake Earthquake
Although, it is reported that earthquakes in the magnitude of 3.0~3.5 have occurred since 1975, there are many cases that an earthquake was not monitored, owing to small scale. Therefore, the number of earthquakes that occurred in North Korea are more than that.
7)
Tsunami Due to the earthquake that occurred on the coast, a possibility of damages caused by tsunami exists.
Landslide
Mountains accounts for 3/4 of the entire territory, and most consist of steep slopes with over 20 o . Due to frequent forest denudation, disaster damages rapidly increase. The causes of forest denudation include excessive mountainous area cultivation for farmland expansion, as food crisis accelerates.
Eruption of a Volcano Domestic experts assert that there is a possibility of volcanic eruption of Mt. Baekdu in the near future, because of volcanic eruption precursor.
8)
Man-Made Disaster
Nuclear Accident (Atomic power plant accident)
The truth cannot be identified precisely, since many of North Korean nuclear facilities are not known, and risk is huge. Also, their stability cannot be accurately evaluated. The types and rough scale are known or can be estimated, based on which, foreseeable damages can be predicted.
Explosion
Explosion accidents caused by transportation means took place in North Korea from the past. Among the accidents, large scale human and property damages occurred, due to the Yongcheon Station train explosion accident in Yongcheon-gun, Pyeonganbuk-do on April 22, 2004. North Korea actually requested relief to international organizations.
Infectious Disease Many human life damages took place, owing to waterborne epidemics, which are derived from localized torrential, typhoon and flood. 
